Meise 1 1 OGRAPMY “OF SMINENT AMERICAN PHYSICIANS K 


R NCT] 


EUR ae S Minit APES. Fle 
) 


BY Stone, 1£98, Indlps. 2nd ed. (lst ed, 1892 


p. (84 - PATTON-HAWXINS, Madze, of 112 North Eighth street, Terre Haute, 

Ind., was born near Cullivan, Sullivan County, Indiana, August 20) 

1869. She is the eldest child of Samuel and Sarah E. Patton, and is 

of Scotcr and Freneh descent. She finished the course in the public 

school at home, then attended the Indiana State Nornal two years. 

She taught five years in Sullivan. She entered the Indiana Medical 

College in 1€91l(under the preceptorship of Dr.L.H.Duaning, Professor 

of Surgical and Clinical Diseases of Women), and graduated in 1895, 

she was the first wonan who entered and passed the State examination 

for hospital positions. . She did oot accept tre position as interne 

in the Gity Dispensary, but continued her study in surzery wand dideases 

of womeh in-nospitel and post-graduate work until Juney 1897. . She 

selected Terre Haute for her field of work and ia a prominent specialis 
inediiseuscs of womem. and, emildren.’ She wae married tox’. b)HawkEing | 

who is a oe Apel ne commercial man, Wovenher,1&97...Sne isa member 

of the Vigo County Medical Society. 7 


p.849 - Index: Terre Haute,Ind. pop.30, 217 
Link, John BiS surzeon, 93 2uChestnut JEt 
Young, Stephen J., Physician Zr surgeon 
(only two listed) 


p.O57 - Suppl Index: -Terre Haute,Ind, Pop 40,000 
Patton-H jawitins, Madre, Diseases of omer & Chil 

Eal 27 Smtp EW., Phys tj Supe 

e730 Swafford , ‘senjcFiaee" 609 Poplar 

p.7i4 Weinstein, Leo J. Surgeon & Gynecologist 

Del da: Young, Stephen J.,Phys « Surg. 126 3.6 
Det a(eo ONT Baws, of Tf a. ind. was brane farm an ohne dan Gons Ind! 
Janka lesg, where hie early life was spent. After completing bis 
course in the common sthools; Be ent the Univ.of Nashville «dn 1876 
ýcentennial yr) hav coupl his course, he loc in Laslps, devoting his 
entire attention to art. In this he was eminently successful. iaving 
had from boyhood a burning desire to bee a surgeon, he grew dissatisfie 
and in the fall of 1887 ent the Indiana Medical College, grad in 1890; 
In 1891 he ent med college at Cincinnati, Ohio, graduating. Fron 
Cin he Dr owent to- Nashville; Tenn“ for the purp of taking. a spec cdours 
in surmery, completing his course in the Garnes Med Coll at St.Lotis 
im April,1°95. He then ret to his larzé practise in TH, which has» cone 
increased, . he has verf numbers~»or capital operations, recog by the 
profession at larze.as anong the most @irf on rec, as is to be seen fro 
the few reported in ined Journals... is ,ec-worthy-orymote are those 
reported in the MEDICAL ach, Jute bi! 159 GA, entitled "Seven Cases of 


Laparotonyoeithout Irrigation or Drainace, nd eae Case oto Brain 
Surgery" An MEDICAL MIRROR, Sente1, 1691. Dri smith is also. an expert 
Slec ime Lan anc slectrolosist. His assaeclates pronounce pin -a mechanic 


al gentus. For some tise he has»devotec jis entire energies and all 
Spere tive tO. the construction oftelectric batteries and machinery of 
his own invention, which have proven to be marvels of excellence and 
Skill. io, diagnosis of internal, diseasés:the Dr uses the) X rays* made 
by a machine of his own invention and construction, He ig master of 
medical ~hectricisy.. te generates anc applies ozone inthe treatment 
of7catarrh and consuapttons.< Meny cases by this metho@*he nas’ er ipletel 
Cureds Czsue has been acknowledged. by the vost eminent med men, both 
in Eupope and America, a8 Gn excell remedy for consump, 

7 ; 
PARAO pee OGD fen janin- 2, ,of TH) Ind. ‘was. Bori iLa Rencol ph CooNc 
bn 355, mwaneeLs sof.Seotch gnc Welsh ancestry, His ed was der from 


cOm“@on and vselect schools, but was, larcely self-teu Yen ta ELisoeedical ag 
we eee ORS e aves Or Ano Me@ieme. ormiamris  T11..- Hecwastersa at Z 
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Rush Meé Coll,Chicago,in 1856, anc in that school was regarded as a 
Pine anatomist A "re super ns red by attendinsa course’ of Vectures 
at nis Alma Mater in 1866. ‘Dr.S has vract his prof at New Goshen, 
Vireo Co., Ind. from Aug., 1855, to: June,1574, and since the latter 
Cage. at. TE. bur ware DetEstetes Dr S ent the, Js, sery.as 2nd ase Lei 
Surg. and vas mustered out as Major Surg. The dr°has been what migit 
be @alled an. "All around" pract and if sot part brilliant in any 
dept, kehas Codeswmatever came to nig and hasidone ituwebhe” He has 
pennas (mache “Histmosth,satisiyrecord to himsstigdnetoe mractywofimed s 
He is reg, as well inf in the collateral sciences, The dr has nev 
asikcowror~or,hnekdvorfice.eupeice of nis mil servis. It would? be* an 
"o'er lone a tale to tell" of the early struggles of the subj of thés 
sktch, but it may be added that bis fatn d bef he was 7 yrs old, 
wae his pat grf cared for-him unt his 14th yr, and after that, hard 
ork,privation and. s@éf-denial enzolec nim to.do the rest. 


Na me WLINSTEAN,~Leo J. OTA TH ndi was bin Cin, Ohio @Jant19,134e. 
\ 


His father wassa pie aS his TOABE German by Dbrnthsy-Dr. Ww asS 


ima Deeves,18E6 to R,Hamilton,dau of Dr.J.8,Hamilton of 


i Prairietovn, Ind "rom this union 1 eon- and 2-daus have been born. 


Ag 


a he son is now attending med lectures at the Miami Med*Coll of Vin. 


FAC S tes dr rec his prelin ed at Gin, O! io:Cov,Ky, and Dayton, Soto. .' His 
med  rreceptors wer  <Drs,. Huber, of Pana, Tl and: J J,Lleal,or Genent,i1l1. 
Tie attended med lectures at Rush Med Goll iA 1867 “8, Practiced as 
an undergrad until he grad at the Miami Med Coll of Cin in spring 
£ 1874, In 1894 he.spent sone time in the hospitals. of Edinburgh, 
Scotland,and in°London. Fron 1868 unt 1878 he pract med in the 
country in Piatt Co.Tll. when ne rem to, TE, arriv there May 1,1875, 
¡since which time» he has continuously prac.bis prof@ssion,excerpting 
the tine he was abroad. The dr devotes most of his time, as a spec 
to diseases of women, and had good success in abdominal surg and 
plastic operstions., From 1887 to 1889, incl,he served as & wember 
in tre City Council,repr the then First Ward. He is ex-pres of the 
Vigo Co and tee Aesculapean Med. Society of the Wab Val, of both of 
which societies he is an hon memb. He is also.a nemb of the Ind. 
St.Soec. He was seer of the City Bad of Hin 1884, and see of the City 
Bad of H from 1°&7 to 1891 inel. He is a memb of the staff of the 
Th Sanitarium, and the med ex for a no of ins comps. He is a memb 
of the fod orders:.Masonic,Odd Fellows,4.0.U.W., K.of H.,F.L. of 
H.,R.T. of T.,1.0.7., and is widely known in festern Ind. 


pe(l? - YOUNG, Stephen J.,of TH lna: of Seotch-Irish Geseent,b in 
Cin, ChiowMar 31,1829; ed at Edgar Co.Acedemy,Paris,Ill.;gsrad from 
Med Coll of Ohio Har.,18S1;ssttled in TH Inds where he rem until the 
breaking out of Civ War, ent the vol serv in Oct.126l1l,ret in spring 


of 1865. On his ret he loc in Paris,I11l, where he pursued the sen prac 


4 yrs when he ret to his present res. In 1867 was coroner. of) Edgar 
Go., Ill. Is a memb of the Vigo Co.Med Soc., 21d its pres in 1877; 
also a member of the Aesculapein.Soc of Wab Yall; its sec from 1865 
to 1669, and <5 e vre aft its pres; a memb of the Ind St Med Soc; 
and perm menb of the Amer Näe Assoc. In Cct 1861, on ent the US 


vol serv, he bec an assis surg under contract serv at Bird's Point and 


Cairo. The foo Feb héiapp bef the Ill Arny Mé@ Examining Bd and 
passed as assis surg; was assigned to duty as lst assis surg 48th 
reg,ill inf volunteers, anc in chge at Frs. Henry, Donalson 2nd 
Shiloh. In Jan.1693 he was examined and promoted surg of 79th 111 
int, His ’serv, except at Mound City sHosp in.the (Pelli of 1862 was 
wholly in the field, dur whier tige he serv as ch surg of brissde 
and f@ivision with Aray of the Tenn and Cumberland; was twice capt 
»in care of wounded ~ at Skilo anā, Chichamauga. For 6 yrs Dr. 
Serv.as a mehd of the Ba of Ex Surg for. Pens, and at diff tives a 
ATE of Local bés oman In May, 15 ae! he was "elected a ‘nfenber. of 


“ale 


il 


vré 


City Coucil, which office continues to hold by re-election. As 

chmn of Sanitery Coun of this body he was instrumental in establ 

an abattoir erematory, sanitary inspector and largely increasing the 
powers of the 5d of H. He is ch med ex of almost all of the o14 

line ins compa. Is a memb of the Loyal Legion; Union Vet Lesion and. 
GAR. In April,1&64, Dr.Y m Eliz M.Cooper of New Harmony,ind. 
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p.652 - LINK, Jorn zt of TPR aA a ves’ vb rand’ ed ain. Po ya sC 9  Tnd. and 
at Paris,Il1. Aft studying his prof he ent the Rueh Med Coll, 
Chieazo,in 1660. In April,1561, he enl as a rpiv sole in 12th Z11 
; Vol- Inf and serv 3 mos in the regiment2l hosp and the same length 
a OPE i ofvtane’ as HospitalssSteward 4nc68tho. 111 Inf oOn \OSt.1 862. "he was 
hy , appt Assist Surg of the 21st Ill Imf aud>in..Sept,1863, he bee Surg 
of that Reg and serv in that cap until his command was mustered. out 
‘Yoa.@ in dhly,1&64, Much of his time was passed at the hosp’ at MUrfrees 
y^. boro,Tenn, where he introd his "hollow eone stumps"(rep to Amer 
Med Assoc in 1°75 at Lovisvill,Ky) and wh he was appt to spec serv 
as Op Surg. He also held the same position at Nashville, Tenn. . In 
Nov.1862, he m Miss Mary LaFoe, forn of Lexington,Ky. on fis ret 
from the army he att the Chicaro Med Coll and grad MD from that insti 
Vi in 1865. He then establ himself in TH, wh he has since rem engeced 
a0 inan act and suce- prect of zen med. and surg,dev spec attention to 
higy the latter, Fe form reld the chair of Anatomy in the Coll of Phys and 
Surg of Ind, He wis late Ch Surgof Vandalia Rwy Line and Local: Surg of 
all- other rr passing thru his city. He is an active memb of VCMSoc 
ex-pres of Esculapian Soc of yab Vall;ex-vice-pres of Miss Vall Med 
Assoc; memb of Ameri Med Assoc and of the International Med Congress. 
Eis contributions to professional literature mainly consist of papers 
and reports of cases read bef.the med soc with .wh/hé is conn,. based 
i upon his ext and var med anā surg exp. Articles from his pen. on 
"Toe use of Alcohol as an Anexthetic" and upon "The Pathology and 
Treetment of Influenza" have been idely publand are worth of apecment. 
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THE MAD STCNE 


A Medical Opinion on it. 


TO THE EDITOR] OF THEGAZETTE: 
7 


Being informed that Mrs. Taylor of thts city 
was in possession of a Mad Stone that is found to 
be very efficacious for the virus of rabid animals, 
a visit was paid the lady and a small portion of 
the stone taken away for examination. Through the 
eourteous assistance of Professor Eli F. Brown a 
careful chemical analysis was made and the result 
further assuréd by the use of the microscope, reveal- 
ing our first convictions that the wonderful Mad Stone 
was a very fine specimen of Brain Coral; nothing more. Although 
the Mad Stone, so called, is considered by many a 
myth, there is no doubt from its cell structure of its 
power to absorb poisonous virus, and we earnestly 
recommend the medical profession to test the "Coral" 
in diseases incurred at the operating table as well 
as for the bites of rabid animals. 


Dr. L. R. Palmer. 


Weekly Gazette 
November 24, 1881 


OUR PIONEER PHYSICIANS. 
Biographical Sketches of the Pioneer Physicians of Terre Haute 


and Vicinity, by Dr. Ezra Read; Prepared for the Indiana State 
Medical Society. 
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The prominent physicians of Terre Haute in the I settled here, 
1843, were Drs. Ebenezer Daniels, Septer Patrick, Edward V. Ball 
and Azel Holmes. 

Drs. Irish and Brooks were here, young men, and some others 
not now remembered, but within a few monthsthey sought locations 
elsewhere. Just prior to that time, Dr. John W. Hitchcock had left, 
having every creditably sustained himself in his profession for 
several years. He was the pupil of Dr. Valentine Mott, of New 
York; was a good surgeon and had professional merit, and was re~ 
commended to thisocommunity by his preceptor. Dr. Daniels was a 
man of learning, a graduate of the Jefferson Medic21 College, Phil- 
adelphia, ambitious, industrious and jealous of his rights. He 
had studied the profession with great care, practiced it with care, 
and brought to his aidjudgment and skill and learning. He was a 


good surgeon, and partial to that branch of the orofession. I 


have rarely seen any one who could more readily bring to light 
latent dificulties at the bed side, or more skillfully suggest 
proper remedies. It is no disparagement to the most learned phy- 
Sicians of Indiana, at that tine, to say that Dr. Daniels was in 
all respects their equal. He died of pneumonia in 1847, aged 
about 56 years. 

Dr. Patrick was a kind-hearted, blunt, honest physician, orig- 
inally from the State of New York; had practiced medicine on the 
Wabash and in this place until his head was whitened, enjoying the 


confidence and respect of his medical brethren and the entire com 
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mnunity. Always poor, always industrious and faithful to the sick, 
and always a good physician. He attended one course of lectures 
in New York, was a careful observer, and from long practice was 
skilled in the diseases of this locality. In the California gola 
excitement, he went there like many others, only to find the same 
obstacles he had left behind. He died in that State in the year 
1858, aged 78 years. 

Dr. Ball, a native of New York, was an excellent and highly 
esteemed citizen, and a very careful and industroius physician. 
He commanded the confidence of his patients, and for more than forty 
years enjoyed a very large practice. He died in the year 1873, aged 
73 years. 

Dr. Azel Holmes was born in Herkimer county, N. Y., in the 
year 1804. He stucied medicine with the celebrated Dr. Massey, 
and graduated in medicine in one of the New England schools. He 
enjoyed an extensive practice in this city for several years; had 
cultivated and careful ability; was exact and precise, and a most 
excellent physician. He went to California in the year 1850, with 
his brother-in-law, Joseph O. Jones, Esq.,of this city, and died 
in Sacramento the same year. 


The picture will not be very flattering to those of pecuni- 


ary tastes and desires about entering the profession, when told 
that weary years of toil and drudgery had not given to any of these 
physicians estates exceeding in value five thousand dollars, Dr. 
Ball excepted. 

Professional remuneration was small and begrudgingly tendered. 


It is due to my dead confreres to say that they were temperate, 
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Charitable and exemplary, and.in all of their professional 
obligations scrupulously exact. As yy sipitans and citizens 
their lives were without stain. (Le 

Dr. Henry D. Lee, a native of Virginia, settled in early 
time, on a farm ten miles from Terre Haute, and near Lock- 
port, this county. He was a good physician, without preten- 
sion, and at all times commanded the esteem of medical men and 
the universal respect of his neighbors. He was a Christian 
gentleman, and through life was occasionally in the habit of 
preaching in his own neighborhood and abroad. He died in 1871, 
aged 66 years, on his birthday. 

Dr. Hamilton, of Prairieton, in this county, was a gradu- 
ate of one of the Philadelphia schools of medicine, and was 
eminently fitted by education and habit for a high profession- 
al position, but died young in the year of 1851. 

I have now named all of the prominent medical men re- 
siding in this county thirty years ago, not one of whom now 
lives. There were a few others of lesser note, but they too, 
are dead or gone to other fields of labor. 

From the time here mentioned to the precent, there have 


been various and many accessions to the profession in this 


city. The worthy and unworthy—-the educated and uneducated, 
have alike tried their fortune, but with enequal success. 

AS a class I have no hesitation in stating that the medi- 
cal men of Terre Haute and of the county of Vigo would at all 
times compare favorably with a like number of physicians in 


professional ability, skill and industry in any other locality. 


oe 


I. have reference in this remark to the medical men now 
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existence which at one 
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here, I found a nedigaf sockety a 
time had created a good deal of professional interest, but 
was then languishing and not well sttended. 

Subsequently the socity was reorganized and called the 
"Vigo County Medical Society,” membership being open to the 
physicians of the county as well as to those of the city. 

The society his never excited among its members the 
interest it should and generally has been in a sidly con- 
dition. 

In the year 1817, the next year after the settlement of 
Terre Haute and five years before that of Indianapolis, a 
medical society was formed at Vincennes, embracing in terri- 
tory this and the county of Parke north of us or a distance 
north of Vincennes of ninety miles. Its very first members 
were men of distinguished character and of earnest profess= 
ional zeal as may be known from extracts from their original 
proceedings, the papers now on my table and kindly furnished 
by Mrs. Shuler, the widow of one of its most distinguished 
members. Extracts herein enclosed marked A. 

Dr. John W. Davis,of Carlisle, Sullivan county, afterwards 
a member of Congress, Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
Minister to China and Governor of Oregon, was one of its early 
members. But Dr. Lawrence S. Shuler twice elected President 
of the Society, sent as delegate to the first State Medical 
society, and a candidate for Congress when this Congressional 


district embraced a greater area of territory than one-third 
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of Indiana deserves more than a passing notice; for his sur- 
gical skill has been transmitted from sire to sire to the 
present time. He wae a native of the State of New York, born 
in 1790, and was a graduate of the "College of Physicians and 
Surgeons, New York." One of his tickets admitting him to 
lectures is before me of date 1815; also his diploma, placed 
at my disposal by his excellent wife. The doctor was an 
earnest, scientific and skillful surgeon. I enclose for your 
notice his own notes of a false joint successfully treated, 
marked B. He operated at one time upon a little girl aged 

11 years, for congenital blindness with perfect success. The 
child stayed at his house for several months, and when vision 
was restroed, “rs. Shuler states, was almost bewildered with 
joy at the wonders before her. Colors were with difficulty 
learned, and her friende only known for a long time by the 
sound of their voices. When the father came for her he was 

a stranger to her eyes, but a father when he spoke. He re- 
moved a very lerge abdominal tumor from a lady in the seventh 
month of gestation. She recovered, gave birth to healthy, 
child and is still living near Vincennes. 

I have repeatedly heard medical men cotemporaries with 
the Doctor, speak of this operation as meritorious and capi- 
tal but have not heard its character described, except that it 
was within the abdominal cavity and was considered hazardous 
and difficult. For several years he commanded the surgery of 
a very large scope of country and I have no doubt was eminently 


and justly entitled to it. He was the father of the Warden of 
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of the State Penitentiary at Jeffersonville, and borther-in- 
law of our worthy citizen N.F. Cunningham, former State Trea- 
surer. Dr. Shuler practiced medicine in this city four or 
five years prior to his death, which took place in Vincennes 
in 1827; while on a visit there for a change and health, aged 
37 years. He contracted a cold from exposure in visiting 
Indianapolis the previous winter and sleeping in one of its 


new open houses-—(that was when your oity was young and poor, 


Doctor) which settled on his lungs and terminated in consumption. 


Dr. Shuler transferred the Vincennes ist District Society to 
this place when he came here in 1622 or 1823, and kept it in 
a flourishing condition during his life. ) 

Dr. Charles B. Modesitt was one of the earliest, if not 
the first, physicians who settled on Fort Harrison Prairie, 
the prairie on which Terre Haute is located. At that early 
day the Indians greatly exceeded the whites in numbers, and 
for safety most persons settled at, or near, Fort Harrison, 
then a military post three miles north of Terre Haute, the 
Indians having recently been hostile and in the interest or 
service of the British Government. Dr. Modesitt was born 
in Prince William county, Virginia, in the year 1784, and 
graduated at Prince William College, in his 24th year, about 
the year 1808; moved to Ohio, near Cincinnati, in 1814, and 
to Fort Harrison in 1816. He attended the first sale of 
lots in Terre Haute, in that year, and shortly afterwards 
built one of the first log houses in the new town, and com— 
menced the practice of medicine. He died in January, 1848, 
aged 64 years. Dr. Modesett was in manners a courtly, dig- 


nified, Virginia gentleman, and in his intercourse with the 
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with the pioneer settlers never lost sight of his self-respect 
and polite manners. He was a dilligent and faithful physician, 
enjoyed an extensive practice, and deservedly ranked with the 
most eminent of the profession in “estern Indiana. 

Dr. Wm. Clark, a military surgeon at Fort Harrison, prac- 
ticed medicine among the early settlers for a few years and 
moved somewhere near Eugene on the Wabash, about the year 1824. 

Dr. Aspinwall, from the State. of Kew: York, settled here 
in 1817 and died in 1824. | 

Dr. Hotehkiss, from Connecticut, came here in the year 
1822, and ied in 1830; and Dr. Turner, from the same State, 
came in 1822 and died in 1832. 

All of these physicians are highly spoken of by the early 
settlers as skilled in their profession—industrious and of 
good habits. ost of these young men had been well educated 
in the Eastern States--were enterprising and hopeful and came 
to a new country to toil a few years and die. All of the a=- 
bove named physicians belonged to the First District Medical 
Society at Vincennes or Terre Haute. 

I have thus completed as well as I could witb the material 
at my disposal, this imperfect sketch of the pioneer physicians 
of this part of the Wabash. It is the only attempt known to 


me of preserving even their names as a olass. 


< OUR PIONEER PHYSICIANS. 


Biographical Sketches of the Pioneer Physicians of Terre Haute 
and Vicinity, by Dr. Ezra Read; Prepared for the Indiana State 
Medical Society. 
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The prominent physicians of Terre Haute in the I settled here, 
1843, were Drs. Ebenezer Daniels, Septer Patrick, Edward V. Ball 
and Azel Holmes. 

Drs. Irish and Brooks were here, young men, and some others 
not now remembered, but within a few monthsthey sought locations 
elsewhere. Just prior to that time, Dr.-John W. Hitchcock had left, 
having gvery creditably sustained himself in his profession for 
several years. He was the pupil of Dr. Valentine Mott, of New 
York; was a good surgeon and had professional merit, and was re=- 
commended to thiscommunity by his preceptor. Dr. Daniels was a 
man of learning, a graduate of the Jefferson Medical College, Phil- 
adelphia, ambitious, industrious and jealous of his rights. He 
had studied the profession with great care, practiced it with care, 
and brought to his aidjudgment and skill and learning. He was a 
good surgeon, and partial to that branch of the profession. I 
have rarely seen any one who could more readily bring to light 
latent dificulties at the bed side, or more skillfully suggest 
proper remedies. It is no disparagement to the most learned phy- 
Sicians of Indiana, at that time, to say that Dr. Daniels was in 
all respects their equal. He died of pneumonia in 1847, aged 
about 56 years. 

Dr. Patrick was a kind-hearted, blunt, honest physician, ortig- 
inally from the State of New York; had practiced medicine on the 
Wabash and in this place until his head was whitened, enjoying the 


confidence and respect of his medical brethren and the entire com- 
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mmunity. Always poor, always industrious and faithful to the sick, 
and always a good physician. He attended one course of lectures 
in New York, was a careful observer, and from long practice was 
skilled in the diseases of this locality. In the California gola 
excitement, he went there like many others, only to find the same 
obstacles he had left behind. He died in that State in the year 
1858, aged 78 years. 

Dr. Ball, a native of New York, was an excellent and highly 
esteemed citizen, and a very careful and industroius physician. 

He commanded the confidence of his patients, and for more than forty 
years enjoyed a very large practice. He died in the year 1873, aged 
73 years. 

Dr. Azel Holmes was born in Herkimer county, N. Y., in the 
year 1804. He studied medicine with the celebrated Dr. Massey, 
and graduated.in medicine in one of the New England schools. He 
enjoyed an extensive practice in this city for several years; had 
cultivated and careful ability; was exact and precise, and a most 
excellent physician. He went to California in the year 1850, with 
his brother-in-law, Joseph O. Jones, Esq.,of this city, and died 
in Sacramento the same year. 

The picture will not be very flattering to those of pecuni- 
ary tastes and desires about entering the profession, when told 
that weary years of toil and drudgery had not given to any of these 
physicians estates exceeding in value five thousand dollars, Dr. 
Ball excepted. 

Professional remuneration was small and begrudgingly tendered. 


It is due to my dead confreres to say that they were temperate, 
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Charitable and exemplary, and in all of their professional 
obligations scrupulously exact. As physicians and citizens 
their lives were without stain. 

Dr. Henry D. Lee, a native of Virginia, settled in early 
time, on a farm ten miles from Terre Haute, and near Lock- 
port, this county. He was a good physician, without preten- 
sion, and at all times commanded the esteem of medical men and 
the universal respect of his neighbors. He was a Christian 
gentleman, and through life was occasionally in the habit of 
preaching in his own neighborhood and abroad. He died in 1871, 
aged 66 years, on his birthday. 

Dr. Hamilton, of Prairieton, in this county, was a gradu- 
ate of one of the Philadelphia schools of medicine, and was 
eminently fitted by education and habit for a high profession- 
al position, but died young in the year of 1851. 

I have now named all of the prominent medical men re- 
Siding in this county thirty years ago, not one of whom now 
lives. There were a few others of lesser note, but they too, 
are dead or gone to other fields of labor. 

From the time here mentioned to the present, there have 
been various and many accessions to the profession in this 
city. The worthy and unworthy--—the educated and uneducated, 
have alike tried their fortune, but with enequal success. 

As a class I have no hesitation in stating that the medi- 
cal men of Terre Haute and of the county of Vigo would at all 
times compare favorably with a like number of physicians in 


professional ability, skill and industry in any other locality. 
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I have reference in this remark to the medical men now 
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here I found a medical society ia semi Beene 6 which at one 
side had created a good deal of professional interest, but 
was then languishing and not well attended. 

Subsequently the socity was reorganized and called the 
"Vigo County Medical Society," membership being open to the 
physicians of the county as well as to those of the city. 

The society has never excited among its members the 
interest it should and generally has been in a sicdy con- 
dition. 

In the year 1817, the next year after the settlement of 
Terre Haute and five years before that of Indianapolis, a 
medical society was formed at Vincennes, embracing in terri- 
tory this and the county of Parke north of us or a distance 
north of Vincennes of ninety miles. Its very first members 
were men of distinguished character and of earnest profess— 
ional zeal as may be known from extracts from their original 
proceedings, the papers now on my table and kindly furnished 
by Mrs. Shuler, the widow of one of its most distinguished 
members. Extracts herein enclosed marked A. 

Dr. John W. Davis,of Carlisle, Sullivan county, afterwards 
a member of Congress, Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
Minister to China and Governor of Oregon, was one of its early 
members. But Dr. Lawrence §. Shuler twice elected President 
of the Society, sent as delegate to the first State Medical 
society, and a candidate for Congress when this Congressional 


district embraced a greater area of territory than one-third 


TA 


of Indiana deserves more than a passing notice; for his sur- 
gical skill has been transmitted from sire to sire to the 
present time. He was a native of the State of New York, born 
in 1790, and was a graduate of the "College of Physicians and 
Surgeons, New York." One of his tickets admitting him to 
lectures is before me of date 1815; also his diploma, placed 
at my disposal by his excellent wife. The doctor was an 
earnest, scientific and skillful surgeon. I enclose for your 
notice his own notes of a false joint successfully treated, 
marked B. He operated at one time upon a little girl aged 

11 years, for congenital blindness with perfect success. The 
child stayed at his house for several months, and when vision 
was restroed, “rs. Shuler states, was almost bewildered with 
joy at the wonders before her. Colors were with difficulty 
learned, and her friends only known for a long time by the 
sound of their voices. When the father came for her he was 

a stranger to her eyes, but a father when he spoke. He re- 
moved a very lerge abdominal tumor from a lady in the seventh 
month of gestation. She recovered, gave birth to healthy, 
child and is still living near Vincennes. 

I have repeatedly heard medical men cotemporaries with 
the Doctor, speak of this operation as meritorious and capi- 
tal but have not heard its character described, except that it 
was within the abdominal cavity and was considered hazardous 
and difficult. For several years he commanded the surgery of 
a very large scope of country and I have no doubt was eminently 


and justly entitled to it. He was the father of the Warden of 


-6- 
of the State Penitentiary at Jeffersonville, and borther-in- 
law of our worthy citizen N.F. Cunningham, former State Trea- 
surer. Dr. Shuler practiced medicine in this city four or 
five years prior to his death, which took place in Vincennes 
in 1827; while on a visit there for a change and health, aged 
37 years. He contracted a cold from exposure in visiting 
Indianapolis the previous winter and sleeping in one of its 
new open houses—--( that was when your city was young and poor, 
Doctor) which settled on his lungs and terminated in consumption. 
Dr. Shuler transferred the Vincennes 1st District Society to 
this place when he came here in 1822 or 1823, and kept it in 
a flourishing condition during his life. 

Dr. Charles B. Modesitt was one of the earliest, if not 
the first, physicians who settled on Fort Harrison Prairie, 
the prairie on which Terre Haute is located. At that early 
day the Indians greatly exceeded the whites in numbers, and 
for safety most persons settled at, or near, Fort Harrison, 
then a military post three miles north of Terre Haute, the 
Indians having recently been hostile and in the interest or 
service of the British Government. Dr. Modesitt was born 
in Prince William county, Virginia, in the year 1784, and 
graduated at Prince William College, in his 24th year, about 

5 the year 1808; moved to Ohio, near Cincinnati, in 1814, and 

to Fort Harrison in 1816. He attended the first sale of 
lots in Terre Haute, in that year, and shortly afterwards 
built one of the first log houses in the new town, and com— 
menced the practice of medicine. He died in January, 1848, 
aged 64 years. Dr. Modesett was in manners a courtly, dig- 


nified, Virginia gentleman, and in his intercourse with the 


a 
with the pioneer settlers never lost sight of his self-respect 
and polite manners. He was a dilligent and faithful physician, 
enjoyed an extensive practice, and deservedly ranked with the 
most eminent of the profession in Western Indiana. 

Dr. Wm. Clark, a military surgeon at Fort Harrison, prac- 
ticed medicine among the early settlers for a few years and 
moved somewhere near Eugene on the Wabash, about the year 1824. 

Dr. Aspinwall, from the State of New York, settled here 
in 1817 and died in 1824. 

Dr. Hotchkiss, from Connecticut, came here in the year 
1822, and @ied in 1830; and Dr. Turner, from the same State, 
came in 1822 and died in 1832. 

All of these physicians are highly spoken of by the early 
settlers as skilled in their profession--industrious and of 
good habits. Most of these young men had been well educated 
in the Eastern States--were enterprising and hopeful and came 
to a new country to toil a few years and die. All of the a- 
bove named physicians belonged to the First District Medical 
Society at Vincennes or Terre Haute. 

I have thus completed as well as I could with the material 
at my disposal, this imperfect sketch of the pioneer physicians 
of this part of the Wabash. It is the only attempt known to 


me of preserving even their names as a class. 


OUR PIONEER PHYSICIANS 


Biographical sketches of the Pioneer Physicians of Terre 
Haute and Vicinity, by Dr. Ezra Read; Prepared for the 
Indiana State Medical Society. 


The prominent physicians of Terre Haute in the year I 
settled here, 1843, were Drs. Ebenezer Daniels, Septer Pat- 
rick, Edward V. Ball and Azel Holmes. 


Drs. Irish and Brooks were here, young men, and some others 
not now remembered, but within a few months they sought locations 
elsewhere. Just prior to that time, Dr. John W. Hitchcock had left, 
having very creditably sustained himself in his profession for 
several years. He was the pupil of Dr. Valentine Mott, of New 
York; was a good surgeon and had professional merit, and was reco- 
mmended to this community by his preceptor, Dr. Daniels was a 
man of learning, a graduate of the Jefferson Medical College, 
Philadelphia, ambitious, industrious and jealous of his rights. 

He had, studied the profession with great care, practiced it with 
care, and brought to his aid judgment and skill and learning. He 
was a good surgeon, and partial to that branch of the profession. 
I have rarely seen any one who could more readily bring to light 
latent difficulties at the bed side, or more skillfully suggest 
proper remedies. It is no disparagement to the most learned 
physicians of Indiana, at that time, to say that Dr. Daniels was 
in all respects their equal. He died of pneumonia in 1847, aged 
about 56 years. 


Dr. Patrick was a kind-hearted, blunt honest physician, 
originally from the State of New York; had practiced medicine on 
the Wabash and in this place until his head was whitened, en- 
joying the confidence and respect of his medical brethren and 
the entire community. Always poor, always industrious and faith- 
ful to the sick, and always a good physician. He attended one 
course of lectures in New York, was a careful observer, and from 
long practice was skilled in the diseases of this locality. In 
the California gold excitement, he went there like many others, 
only to find the same obstacles he had left behind. He died in 
that State in the year 1858, aged 78 years. 


Dr. Ball, a native of New York, Was an excellent and highly 
esteemed citizen, and a very careful and industrious physician. 
He commanded the confidence of his patients, and for more than 
forty years enjoyed a very large practice. He died in the year 
1873, aged 73 years. 


Dr. Azel Holmes was born in Herkimer county, N.Y., in the 
year 1804. He studied medicine with the celebrated Dr. Massey, 
and graduated in medicine in one of the New England schools. 

He enjoyed an extensive practice in this city for several years; 
had cultivated and careful ability; was exact and precise, and a 
most excellent physician. He went to California in the year 
1850, with his brother-in-law, Joseph O. Jones, Esq., of this 
city, and died in Sacramento the same year. 
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The picture will not be very flattering to those of pecuniary 
tastes and desires about entering the profession, when told that 
weary years of toil and drudgery had not given to any of these 
physicians estates exceeding in value five thousand dollars, Dr. 


Ball excepted. 


Professional remuneration was small and begrudgingly tendered. 
It is due to my dead confreres to say that they were temperate, 
charitable and exemplary, and in all of their professional obliga- 
tions scrupulously exact. As physicians and citizens their lives 
were without blemish and without stain. 


Dr. Henry D. Lee, a native of Virginia, settled in early time 
on a farm ten miles from Terre Haute, and near Lockport, this 
county. He was a good physician, without pretension, and at all 
times commanded the esteem of medical men and the universal res- 
pect of his neighbors. He was a Christian gentleman, and through 
life was occasionally in the habit of preaching in his own neigh- 
borhood and abroad. He died in 1871, aged 56 years, on his birth- 
day. 


Dr. Hamilton, of Prairieton, in this county, was a graduate 
of one of the Philadelphia schools of medicine, and was eminently 
fitted by education and habit for a high professional position, 
but died young in the year 1851. 


I have now named all of the prominent medical men residing 
in this county thirty years ago, not one of whom now lives. There 
Were a few others of lesser note, but they, too, are dead or gone 
to other fields of labor. 


From the time here mentioned to the present there have been 
various and many accessions to the profession in this city. 
The worthy and unworthy-the educated and uneducated, have alike 
tried their fortune, but with unequal success. 


As a class I have no hesitation in stating that the medical 
men of Terre Haute and of the county of Vigo would at all times 
compare favorably with a like number of physicians in profes- 
sional ability, skill and industry in any other locality. 


I have reference in this remark to the medical men now here 
and to those of the past thirty years. 


When I came here I found a medical society in existence 
which at one time had created a good deal of professional in- 
terest, but was then languishing and not well attended. 


Subsequently the society was reorganized and called the 
"Vigo County Medical Society," membership being open to the 
physicians of the county as well as to those of the city. 


The society has never excited among its members the interest 
it should and generally has been in a sickly condition. 


In the year 1817, the next year after the settlement of 
Terre Haute and five years before that of Indianapolis, a medi- 


fens 


eal society was formed at Vincennes, embracing in territory this 
the county of Parke north of us or a distance north of us ora 
distance north of Vincennes of ninety miles. Its very first mem— 
pers were men of distinguished character and of earnest profess- 
ional zeal as may be known from extracts from their original pro- 
ceedings, the papers now on my table and kindly furnished by Mrs. 
Shuler, the widow of one of its most distinguished members. Ex- 
tracts herein enclosed marked A. 


Dr. John W. Davis, of Carlisle, Sullivan county, afterwards 
a member of Congress, Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
Minister to Ohina and Governor of Oregon, was one of its early 
members. But Dr. Lawrence S. Shuler twice elected President of 
the Society, sent as delegate to the first State medical society, 
and a candidate for Congress when this Congressional district 
embraced a greater area of territory than one-third of Indiana 
deserves more than a passing notice; for his surgical skill has 
been transmitted from sire to sire to the present time. He was 
a native of the State of New York, born in 1790, and was a grad- 
uate of the "College of Physicians and Surgeons, New York." One 
of his tickets admitting him to lecutres is before me of date 
1815; also his diploma, placed at my disposal by his excellent 
wife. The doctor was an earnest scientific and skillful surgeon. 
I enclose for your notice his own notes of a false joint success- 
fully treated, marked B. He operated at one time upon a little 
girl aged 11 years , for congenital blindness with perfect success. 
The child stayed at his house for several months, and when vision 
was restored, Mrs. Shuler states, was almost bewildered with joy 
at the wonders before her. Colors were with difficulty learned, 
and her friends only known for a long time by the sound of their 
voices. When the father came for her he was a stranger to her 
eyes, but a father when he spoke. He removed a very large abdomi-~ 
nal tumor from a lady in the seventh month of gestation. She 
recovered, gave birth to healthy, child and is still living near 
Vincennes. 


I have repeatedly heard medical men cotemporaries with the 
Doctor, speak of this operation as meritorious and capital but 
have not heard its character described, except that it was within 
the abdominal cavity and was considered hazardous and difficult. 
For several years he commanded the surgery of a very large scope 
of country and I have no doubt was eminently and justly entitled 
to it. He was the father of the Warden of the State Penitentiary 
at Jeffersonville, and brother-in-law of our worthy citizen N.F. 
Cunningham, former State Treasurer. Dr. Shuler practiced medicine 
in this city four or five years prior to his death, which took 
Place in Vincennes in 1827, while on a visit there for a change 
and health, aged 37 years. "e contracted a cold from exposure 
in visiting Indianapolis the previous winter and sleeping in one 
of its new open houses--(that was when your city was young and poor, 
Doctor) which settled on his lungs and terminated in consumption. 
Dr. Shuler transferred the Vincennes lst District Society to this 
Place when he came here in 18282 or 1823, and kept it in a flourish- 
ing condition during his life. 
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Dr. Charles B. Mođesitt was one of the earliest, if not the 
first physicians who settled on Fort Harrison Prairie, the prairie 
on Which Terre Haute is located. At that early day the Indians 
greatly exceeded the whites in numbers, and for safety most per- 
sons settled at, or near, Fort Harrison, then a military post 
three miles north of Terre “aute, the Indians having recently been 
hostile and in the interest or service of the British Government. 
Dr. Modesitt was born in Prince William county, Virginia, in the 
year 1784, and graduated at Prince William College, in his 24th 
year, about the year 1808; moved to Ohio, near Cincinnati, in 1814, 
and to Fort Harrison in 1816. He attendedithe first sale of lots 
in Terre Haute, in that year, and shortly afterwards built one of 
the first log houses in the new town, and commenced the practice 
of medicine. He died in January 1848, aged 64 years. Dr. Modesett 
was in manners a courtly, dignified, Virginia gentleman, and in 
his intercourse with the pioneer settlers never lost sight of his 
self-respect and polite manners. He was a dilligent and faithful 
physician, enjoyed an extensive practice, and deservedly ranked 
with the most eminent of the profession in western Indiana. 


Dr. Wm. Clark, a military surgeon at Fort Harrison, practiced 
medicine among the early settlers for a few years and moved some- 
where near Eugene, on the Wabash, about the year 1824. 


Dr. Aspinwall, for the State of New York, settled here in 1817 
and died in 1824. 


Dr. Hotchkiss, from Connecticut, came here in the year 1822, 
and died in 1830; and Dr. Turner, from the same State, came in 
1822 and died in 1832. 


All of these physicians are highly spoken of by the early 
settlers as skilled in their profession-industrious and of good 
habits. Most of these young men had been well educated in the 
Eastern States-—were enterprising and hopeful and came to a new 
country to toil a few years and die. All of the above named phy= 
Sicians belonged to the First District Medical Society at Vin- 
cennes or Terre Haute. 


I have thus completed, as well as I could with the material 
at my disposal, this imperfect sketch of the pioneer physicians 
of this part of the Wabash. It is the only attempt known to me 
of preserving even their names as a class. 
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— FAs it is a rare thing to meet with a member of what may be termed 


a family of physicians, and as few of the people of Terre Haute, 
whose ancestors were among the early settlers of the New England 


stateg are able to trace the genealogy of their families back to the 
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bag 
3 origin of the name in the United States, it is the more interesting 
3 to be able to give the following history of the Van Valzahs, and more 
S especially those who have had the M.D. added to their names. Dr..Robert 
5 Van Valzah, of Buffalo Cross Roacs, Union county, Pennsylvania, was the 
Q father of four sons, two of whom were physicians: Dr. Robert, of Mifflinburg, 


Pennsylvanig, and Dr. Thomes, of Lewistown, Fennsylvania, The former 

of these had seven sons, five of whom were physicians, as follows: 

Dr. Robert F., of Spring Mills, Pa., Dr. Thomas, of Boalsburg, Pa., Dr. 

Jno. H., who did not practice, Dr. Samel B., of Durand, Illinois, and 

Dr. S. L., of Mifflinburg, Pa. Of these five, Dr. Thomas Van Valzah 

hed four sons, three of them physicians, as follows: Dr. Robert, of 
Freeport, Illinois, Dr. Howard, of Lewistown, Pennsylvania, and John 

Van Valzah, of Freeport, Illinois. Mr. Wm. Ven Valzah, of Buffalo Cross 
Roads, had four sons, two of them physicians, as follows: Dr. Robert T., 

of Ashland, Pa., and Dr. William, of Philadelphia, Pa. Dr. Robert F., Van 
Valzah, of Epring Mills, Pa., son of Dr. Robert Van Valzah, of Mifflinburg, 
had four sons, two of them physicians, as follows: Dr. Frank, of Spring 
Mills, Pa., and Dr. Harry, of Clearfield, Pa. Only three of the descendants 
adopted other professions. Among them is Robert Van Valzah, dentist, of 
Terre Haute, Indiana. This is the only fmmily of the name in the United States. 
The father of Dr. Robert Ven Valzah, of Buffalo Cross Roads, was among the 
Dutch settlers from Holland in the State of New York, and Dr. Robert was 

the only son with children. From him, therefore, all the descendants in 


this country originate. Robert, of Terre Heute, is the son of Williem Van 


Valzah, of Lewisburgh, Pa., this Lewisburg, Union county, Pa., being the doctor's 


Ven Valzah cont'd 


native place. In 1861 he began the study of dentistry, and in 1863 entered 
the Union army during the rebellion of 1861-65. He enlisted in Co. A, 

28th Penn. Vol. Inf. His officers were Capt. T. R. Jones and Col. Chamberlain. 
In the spring of 1864 he became a resident of Terre Haute, where he has 
since resided, enzaged in the practice of his profession, which he began 
shortly after his arrival. In 1868 he was elected a member of the city 
council of Terre Haute, which office he held one term. In 1871 he became 
an officer in the Grand Lodge of A.F. and A.M. of the State of Indiana, and 
in 1878 was made Grand Master of that body, retiring in May, 1879. In 1878 
he was elected a member of the board of trustees of the city schools of 
Terre Haute for three years, he being president of the Board. In 1878 

he was also elected a member of the state legislature of Indians, and is 

at present holding that office. In June, 1879, when the Indiana State 
Dental Codlege of Indianapolis wes organized, he was appointed clinical 
instructor. This position he still holds. He was also first vice-president 
of the Indiana State Dental Association, The doctor's office is located 
corner of Fourth and Main streets, in the opera house building, where he 
has fitted up an elegant suite of rooms. As a dentist, his reputation is of 
the highest order, while es a citizen, the many positions and offices 

of trust and honor thet he has held and is holding, the confidence of the 
people in his honor and ability, are positive proof of his standing in 


the estimation of the citizens of Terre Heute and of the State of Ipdian. 
Sea 
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Marion Hunter Gray, Vigo County 
Allendale, &.i.3 Historical Society 


Terre Haute, Ind. u! December 17, 1940 


Today doctors flit between hospitale ond well equpped 
offices, At this time in Vigo County there is sbout one doo- 
tor to every 700 people,(potential patients, ), which is cone 
sidered about the right proportion, In the eighteen twenties 
and thirties there was in Vigo County sbout one doctor for 
every 200 or 3003 in Terre Haute, one physician for every 50 
to 100 pepulation,. 

A few years ago the doctor went nbout in his oar, hie 
practice having a radius of about 100 ailea; he operated on the 
kitchen table, often by lampelight, and was sesisted by a 
member of the household, snd n teakettle of hot water. 

A few yoers earlier he traveled about in a phneton, or 
gulky, with his favorite horse, end his little black bag. 

Tt had fest] been but a few years previous to this he took his 
lancet or penknife, filled hie pookete and pill beg with 
calomel and quinine, sand went es far ag he could on horsee 
baek, the Peat of the way by foot trail. 

It 1s interesting to note thet, in spite of what hae been 


seid to the contrary, the pioneer doctors of the earliest tines 


were well educated. well @ducnted, that le, in view of what 


» le 


arly Medie 
cal we of 
Indiana, 


was known at that time. In order to set into the army, the 
medical men at Fort Harrison had undergone as rigid exane 
inations as were then possible to give. kara as a 
Territory, and again as a state, was well sbreast of the 
times. It was the first General Assembly of Indians that 
passed a law regulating the practice of medicine and surgerye 
It wae this first General Assembly thet estndlished judicial 
beards in the three judicial districts of Indiana,.* 

In conformity of the act of the 1816 Legislature, the 
Medical men met she retrace ey by in 1817, end followed the 
capitol from Vincennes, to Corydon, snd Indienspolis. Then 
due to the difficulty of transportation, and the center of 
population being far to the south of Indianapolis, the 
attendance at the medical mectings fell off. It was these 
difficulties, and nothing else that kept these medical men 
from gathering at the ospitol after 1626, The effort of 
getting to a place so far away, and inability to leave 
their patients for so long a time as was necessary to make 
thr trip alone caused the disruption of the mectings. 

Unfortunately the law, so thoughtfully cassed by the 
first General ‘ssembly, fell into disrepute. It was a sad 
day for the patients, as well as the doctors, when in 1830 
the law was repealed, and Indiana was left to the mercy of 
anyone oslling himself a doctor. A brilliant beginning, 
spoiled within a dozen years. 

Coming down to Vigo County in particular, it is grati- 
fying to learn that the early men of medicine were graduates 
of, or attended, the best medical eollezes of the times. 

We find graduates of, or proof that lectures had been attended, 


e Be 
"Indiana's 18 counties were divided longitudinally into 3 districts. 


at the best New “ngland, New York, and Maryland colleges : 


Jefferson in Philadelphia, Transylvania in Kentucky, and 
Dreke in Cincinnati, 

With thia fine law, and a group of excellent men, Vigo 
County made a brilliant beginning, a foundetion that no 
pioneer settlement could better. 

But a tide of immigration was eweeping the state. Like 
a mushroom growth, settlements sprang up. And like all 
frontiers an undesirable element crept in with the tide, 
Quaoks, charlatans, and pathies oame by the hundreds, There 
were is the oourde of years the allopatho pitted against the 
homeopathe; the roots and herb doctors; the Thomfoniane 
and eclectics; snd the ever present "Yarb" dootore crying 
down the calomel doctora. Today thie hae all been ironed 
out. All medical men desiring to cractice in Indians are 
subject to one exasination, which lets in all but the chiroe 
practor, who has not had enough medicnl education to pase 
the examination, They alone are howling for a separate 
examination, which wo: (Pade ais ehiropractors tste—to 
practies, to come in hordes. 

In early times people, for tho most part, wera their 
own doctors whenever they could be, Charme and herds, and 
home remedies were exheusted before a medioal man wae called 
ine A midwife never called a doctor until after she had 
given up all hope of delivering a woman. ^ birth was geldon 
attended by a doetor; ond when he was called he knew he was 
on triel, and had to watch hie step. He found the cabin 
filled with interested neighbors, there to help and celebrates 


Cautious, suspicious eyes followed every move of the doctor, 


. 3 e. y 


and if he dared to do one thing different from the way the 


midwife wae accustomed to, he night just as well psok bis 

bag and seek another settlement, for tongues were never 1 
still, end news traveled fast in the back woods, Obstetrics 

and gynecology as a specialty were unknown in Indiana until 

after 1870, when papers began to frequently appear in the 

Medical Transrotions. 

The doctor on horseback hao been much eulogised, but 
atripped of romanticism, it meant often a 20 to 36 hour ride 
at Atim during times of great sickness, and always a 
fuil time job. Their method of treatment was systematically 
trial and error. Very true their diagnosis was often wrong, 
but their thereputics was good., In the United States the 
medical men have always gone by the law, get the patient 
well, never mind what's wrong. In Zurope the disease is 
what fascinated them, and Gingnosis became a specialty there, 
These men of medicine in the backwoods went their way, and 
by trial and error, physical endurance and mentni effort, 
kindness and perserverence, found truth end light and brought 
confort to the homes of the ailing. 

To go into a little more detail of how the legislation 
of Indiana affected the Vigo County doctore and worked to 
the good of the community we must begin at Vincennes, There 
we find on the first board three Vigo County men, 3 out of 
the first 5 to be licenced under the new law, William Clark, 
John MoCullough and Lawrence Shuler, They were to perpetuste 
& board, to examine and license to practise any applicant 
they felt wan qualified; to affix a rate, or sonle of charge, 
and to proclaim loudly that any person practising without 
proper euthority should have no aseietence af law to collect 

eka 


debte owing him. By this agreement, the patient as well as 


the doctor was protected, and it seemed letter perfect. 

There was. still a better organization of the medical 
profession by 1825, 4 charter was granted by the state to 
local organizations; but a ohange in lew was definitely 
indicated, Was it carelessness in the exanining boards of 
these three or moro distriats? Was quackery creeping in? 
Or wap it a definite stepping up of standarde of the 
practising medical profession? No doubt it wes a bit of all 
three, We know unfortunately there wae no uniformity of 
the examining boards, but we know also that the Vincennes 
district kept its standards high. 

A weak bit of legisletion in 1830 atterpted to correct 
the defects in the earlier law by denying ali aid to the 
unlicensed to collect billa, fut this seems to be but a 
restatement of what had already been passed. It indicated 
that thete was lack of enforcement of the earlier law, It 
was a lew with a threat and no teeth, 

Matters must have grown worse, for the whole thing was 
thrown overboard in late 1830 411 the laws were repealed, 
& confession of complete failure, Indiana was left wide 
open, Anyone could practise, No lisence was required. 
Cherlatone and quacks poured in from the easte Tides of 
imaigretion were alresdy flowing over the eourtry, Had there 
already come so many the law sould not cope with then, or 
was the state so new and unorganized the courts could not 


or would not prosecute? 


es 
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Evansville Medical Soolety in Transaction in 1852 + "Sinoe 1830 
these laws have all been repenled and none other enacted in their 
places.” But a study of the statutes fails to reveal repeals. 

See note at end. 


Indiana feeed fifty-five years of gloom for patients 


as well ae doctora., It was the heyday of the diplome mill, 
shingles flew up at every corner, and anybody turned doator,. 
A pan by the name of Burr in enotern Indiana, turned out 
doctors completely "educated" in six weeke, The eclectic 
Deocame popular. "The Right To Practice” was read by all who 
desired to become a doctor by reading a single volume. 

Vigo County no doubt had ite quacks, snd many of them, 

but I fail to find written recorde indicating muoh of it at 
that early date. 

I% wae not until 1885 thet even a feeble attempt was 
made at any sort of medical practige law. Under this law 
a doctor was allowed to practice if he were a graduate of 
a reputable medioal school, (whether or not it was reputable 
was left to the local olerk.), and had a good moral character, 
(two signing as to this,). Or a license would be given one 
who had hed one term at a reputable medical school, end three 
years of practice, plus a good moral eharacter, The third 
type of license given was to one who had had ten years of 
practice where he wanted to get the license, plus a good 
moral character. All Lhese contingencies were left to the 
looal clerk without sppeal, 

In 1597 a bonrrd of rewistration was formed, and exame 
ination asked. ; ; 

In 1903 a high school education was required, In 1905 
the Osteopath was admitted, dut since 1915 all wishing to 
practice must take the same examination with the exception 
of therapution. There is the difficulty for the chiropractor, 


He cannot pess the examination, even with the theraputios 
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éifferent. 
What bad been the standard of the first Judicial dictrict, 


Vinednnes, the one that included the now Vigo County? It 
has been reoorded that the censors, including doctors who 
at some time practiced in Vigo County, Shuler and MeCullough , 
met to appoint delegates to form the society calied for 

by law, It was the same year that Dr. David N. Hale, who 
very likely 1a the same Dr. Hale who lived in Vige County 
for & while, presented to the society a letter fron 

Drs Lyman Spalding, of New York, tozetner with a ciroular 
letter from the corresponding comnittes.of New York, pro- 
Claiming the need of a National Pharmecopeia. Accordingly» 
a memorial was sent to Congresa froa this little backwoods 
board of a medical society. Their alertness and promptness 
in realizing and acting upon the faot thet there was no 
euoh thing as a pharmecopele in the United States, ig ine 
dioative of the fine enliber of these early medical men. 

In less than two years a National “haragcopeia was printed 
both in Latin and English,” 

The next year this board turned down two applicants 
wishing licenses. Lawrence Shuler, one of the arestest 
leading spirito in early medical history, moved thst no one 
be presented to the board without having firet studied 
physic and curgery for three years. He nleo urged the reporte 
ing of unlicensed practitioners. This was in 1819, and seems 
to show that Vigilant as the board was tt could not cope 


with the unlicensed men wh were elivoing into the etate. 
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*Published in both English and Latin at foston, Mase. Dec 15, 1820. 
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It ney be the courte were lax, 4t least the board waa 


aware of an undesirable condition, By law these untrainéd 
phyeicians and quacks could have been prevented from 
practising, It was not due to lack of interest of the 
medical society that it fell, wor yet that the society's 
meetings were so ill attended in Indianapolis that they 
were discontinued, The law may have failed due to lack of 
local enforcement, but the society failed oniy through 
Giffieculty of transportation and lack of communication. 
There was no lack of Sttterest, and even though as a state 
there were no more meetings, local meetings continued. 

In 35 the legislature granted a state cherter to 
Vineennes, which gave them the right to give diplomas on 
examination. The code of ethics is shown in an interesting 
way in the 19th and 20th sections of the Yonstitution and 
Bylaws. 

“Seoticn 19, Physicians should never neglect an 
opportunity of fortifying and protectins the zood resolutions 
of patients suffering under the bed effects om intemperance 
and vicious lives; and in order that their counsel and 
remonstrations may have due weight, it will readily be seen 
that they should have full claim to be blameless in life 
and high moral character, which we have stated to be a 
necessary prerequisite to an honorable stand in the professions 

“Seotion 20, Hedical men should remember the ‘Sabbath 
Day and keep it holy," and visits should, as ‘ar ae consistent 
with professional engagements, be made before or after 
publio worship, or during ite intervals." 

Wa do not find the medinal men of Vigo County represented 


fin the state meetinze until after 1870. This does not show 
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an indifference, or low etandsard, but is due to the fact 

that Vigo County had its own strong orgenivetion. At 

Lawrenoeyville, Illinois, a year before the A4merican Hedical í 
Association was forned, two years before the present State 
Medical Association came into oxi Btehos, the doctors of the 
Wabash Valley met and formed the Aesculapian Society. It 

è 10 the oldest continuous mediaal society west of the 

Alleghsnies. It war here that the doctors read papera, 
exchanzed conviations, and received inepiration. 

Medicine The early wedical man of Vigo County we have founa to 
and LEGALIZED 
Treatment be very well educated for the tine, and properly tediathtad 
through exemining boarda, But whet did he have to work with? 

For medicines the settlers relied on the forestn, and to 
soma extent did the doators too, for drugs osne mostly from 
Englandi, Franse, and Germany, and were heard to get ond exe 
pensive. There was fontany root, sumac berries, anà barke 
of various sorta to be gathered from the woods, They 
supplied the tonics and cough syrups, ond salves for the 
injured. Home made remedies were extensively used, and to 
some extent the doctors prescribed then. His office wae 
called a shop, for there, what płlls they had were Rolled, 
ami other concoctions compounded. 

Preunonia, even though not always recognized as such 
was treeted with blue pill, tartar euftic and oslonel, Ib 
is to be remembered that it was the aymptoma they were 
treating not the cause of disease, Pathology at that dete 

AVYScULTANION 


fuss wan Unknowns “Agsculstion was unheard of until 1619. Sut 
the’ stethesoope was not long after that in reaching the 
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frontier. In the thirties end even later it wae not unusual 


to aee the doctor with his high besver bat perched on his 
head, snd in its het bend, a crude wooden instrument called 
a stethescope,. 

Calomel was ziven in large doses, a oure-oli for almost 
everything. Dr. Onrtwrignt, of Natchez, a popular physician 
of the enmrly days of the tafant state, save from 20 to 100 
graine of calomel at a single dose, believing as most of 
the western and southern doctors did at thet tine, the 
bigger the dose, the better the treetment. It was many years 
before they realized that the body esuld absorb Just so 
muoh, and that inoreasing the dose did not in any way ine 
crease the chance for cure, Cartwright claimed that large 
doses of medicine were milder in action than snaller ones. 

No doubt his favorite forrula for treating cholera was fole ' 
lowed by many in Vigo, for he and his bréthar 414 influence 

the dooctors in thie part of the state. He gave 10 grains 

each of oslomel, capsioun, and camphor gum, repexted every 

hour, 

The treatment in the fifties in not such better. The 
English san Beste who visited the wabash country in fiftye 
one and went back to England, wheme=ke wrote of bis expedition 
deseribew, hia own serious illness, It was July in 1851, 
and he, like most other people, particularly when in a strange 
land, was attempting to cure himself of his illness, "I 
todt blue pill,” he says, “and onstor oil, snd loudenun, 
and tossed about infby bed for the reet of the day.” He 


wae no better wo felt obliged to call in a local Terre Haute 
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doetor, & Dr. Ezre kesad who lived across the road from 


the Preirie House where he wae steying, ami had been highly 
yeronmend@ed, "I was certain he would bleed me, and (being 
delirious) felt thet tnis. wculd surely kill me.” 

| Ke wes right in thinking thet Head would bleed him, 
for thet was the first thing a doctor did in those days e 
to dispossess the bad hunors ! But Read did not bleed hia 
since he objected but began e rather strenuous treatment. 
He tried onlomel in frequent and large doses, but teeause 
of inflamation stoped thst and bad him fast, FEecnuse he 
failed to improve, then as now the family. wished a eonsutant, 
and called in Dr. Clippinger. After there two had talked 
things over they oresented the femaily with s signed agree» 
ment, for as Beate said, "If I ohose to die, each doetor 
had guarded himself ageinst any imputation upon his own 
practice,“ 

The agreement reeds “All the medictnes now used are to 
be euspended for the next twenty four hourse 

"In their stead we shall give an anodyne ipeencusnha 
pill every three hours. 

“The drinks are to consist of iced mucileze of gun 
arable alone, Wo nurishment of any kind to be taken at 
present. 

(sizned) Ee Kead 
E.e W. Clippinger July 21, 1851 
. After a forty four hour fast Dr. Zead decided that 
the sure cure for bis ontitient was a strenuous buggy ride. 
He proceeded to frequently stop in thie wild dnst over very 


bad roads, to buy squirrel from hunters he overtook, and 


elle 


they were vort digestable of ell foods. Beste now felt 
egual to being bled, so he was dlistered and cupped, out 
he olsims no blood came $ Dr. Read allowed him to drink 
whiskey or brandy, the whiskey especially was recommended 
because he felt it was alzost a naturel growth {but wine, 
which Beste wanted, he knew nothing of, and ¢onsidered it 
@ novelty not to be indulged ine He did agree to sample 
some that a wine merchant sent to the hotel, end he and 
zrg. deste sat by the patient samplying the wine whioh they 
mixed with soda. But ales, Dr. Rend pronounced it, sour 
and unfit for the invalid. 

Quinine was used a little in Indiana 25 early ace 1926, 
but the terirr was high and it waa difficult to get and 
@ little feared. At one time in Indiana the drug sold for 
as nuch as §39 an ounoe, but the snore usual orice war shout 
$2.50, still high beoause of teriff. In the twenties 
Peruvian bark and wine were used in its place for talaria, 
and it was years before quinine becane a common druge But 
the time came when a settler bought at the trading post 
quinine as regularly as he vought hia salt and sugar, for 
none wore exempt fron the aque. 

In these early days of statehood Opium was used 
frequently for stopping diarnen, Drugs beeame so important 
to the doctor and settler that long ads were appenring in 
the newspapers by 1950 . The Journal, published in Terre 
Haute, in 1851 advertises a fresh supply of drugs thas nås 
at rived at a store in New Albany. Among the items listed 
were 100 pounds of calomel, 20 pounds ohlorofora (wtiioh 
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ordered them cooked for Becte's breakfast, because he claimed 


was new and important then) 25 pounds Hydrezerum ous oreta 
(Heroury end chalk) which was used aa n laxative, 70 pounds 
of oxid Elismuth (used in trestment of diarrea). 

The looel druggist edvertising his wares was Swain at 

Ath and National Road Street. He has no mean list, end ines 
vitestthe ph;sicianc to cail., Along with the medicines he 
hee pointe, varnishes, oil, dyes, chemicals and patent zedge- 
Cines., Not quite es formideble list as the present day 
aruggict could oroduee, but doing very well. ‘S4rgapartlin 
‘ 4e liste’ often ne the great spring ond summer medicine , 
and cough cendy. 
' Bitters, The doctors, and people themselves dopended heavily 
for many years unon bitters, Thay were wade from some fave 
orite herb, sonrkea or anturated with gicohol. whiskey was 
the easiest and most popüler form of alcohol to obtain, The 
spring tonic, or bitters were ma neavasory to the somsunity 
as bleeding. For they firmly believed thst the blood must 
be thinned in the sprins, and there wes nothing to equal 
bitters for doing it. It was said of e certain minister in 
this part of Indiana, thet he wse not only dependent upon 
his bitters for keeping him in good health, but insisted on 
making his own. He had bis own particular way of making 
bitters for unlixe most people who started with fresh herba, 
he considered the old herbs good enough, and eleohol alone 
needed to be added, which he did frequently. 

Eaeh spring brought the making of fresh spring tonics 
for a family. The bitterer they were the better their Value 
they believed. Sardaparilla, dandelion, gentilan, jalap green, 
camphor tre but a few of the ingrediente used, “uppliee of 
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Instruments. 


these onme in great lots by bont from Now Albany and 


Cincinnatis But many chose to une the herbs they found 
themselves in the woods. 

The instrumente the doctors posseased were few and 
oruđe., Faoh doctor brought with hin to the frontier a 
lancet. Little if any PEA AN wes done, snd there was no 
great need for instrumente, Frequently when necessrry a 
doctor would Gonstruet his owne Later è surgicel Instrument 
house eprang up in New Albany. But the laneet wee what 
most doctors, end even leyren depended upon. The ucuel 
procegdure was to bleed the patient until he wee week, then 
give medicine. Sleeding was a proce#dure for every normal 
person at leest twice a year, to let out the bead humors. 
But 1f in addition the person was sick, then bleeding wes 
done firet for the eere reson, to let out the poison, 
Often Aoetors found patiente’ arms co scarred it was 
aifficult to strike s Wein. The pioneers very firmly 
believed that if the pain haprened to be in the richt ara 
the left muet not be bled, for then the pain would croes the 
heart, snd the patient most certainly dice 

Aneothetios and asepais were things unknown until the 
sixties, and little known until the nintiec. Beonuse of 
the lack of these, abdominal, female pelvis, cranium and 
ear and oye wese\ operations Jone only with the greatest of 
danger and dering. Ether was not used until the eariy LATE 
forties, snd olf.oroform did not come into use until ister. 
It was much later indeed that vaeteriologcy was eatablished, 
and it is ot111 considered a new and growing acienee. The 


Vigo County Medical Society papers on bacteriolozy begin to 
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appeser inthe eichties nnd niitoe, The oliniesl there 
mometar 44d not make its apoearance until the sixties, and 
then sns a orude affair that took five minutes to register, 
and was as large as a pencil, Rubber zloves were not used 
until 1990. 

The books that the pioneer doctor had for reference 
were suoh as he had broucht with hime Seorssionslly he 
would make a trip back to Cineinnsti to buy a medical book, 
or if a doctor was dissatisfied with the frontier he could 
easily sell his library before leaving. Philedelphia waa 
one of the largest store houses for medical books for this 
pert cf the country. Cineinnsti was not long in following. 
My great grandfather Dr. Joshua Boyd Hamilton, of Frarieton 
who hed come in the lete thirties from Jefferson Medical 
Sehool in Philadelphia, left e librery of 500 medical books 
when he dled in 'S1, Thic was considered an important 
library for the time. The medical journsle that were pube 
lished in the erst were not long in getting to our comunity. 
The Keen interest in the profession end pride in knowing 
the newest and beet way was evident in whet wes found in 
Vigo County at that early dete. Many of the boots are 
still to be found in dusty corners, and the dateg of pube 
licationa, and deteg bought by the doctor, which is often 
inserted is mmazing in nearness, 

Dre FP. Physiok, the father of Amerionn surgery, who 
wae born in Philadelphia, produced a book that waa found 
here, snd depended upon. Another early book on dioni 
was Dre C. Bell, a Soottish doctor who wrote of the nervous 


system. The 1606 edition of Cullen's *raotice of Medicine, 
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end Hemilton's Obatetrios found their way to Vigo, Wm. Dewees’ 


book published in 1626 in Philedelpnia on Obstetrias shows 
the interest of doctore in thet line. This book nad the 
long title of 'A Compendueus Systems of Midwifery, eniefly 
designed to fasilitate the Inquiries of those who may be 
pursuing this branch of auié Dewees wae a native Penne 
sylvaninn and author of many books conesrning obstetrias 

and children. John Sberle's Treatise on the Preetice of 
Medicine, published in Philadelphia in 1835 was another to 
bo found here, He wae a teneher in the Chio Hedtoal College. 
Marshall Eall's book oublished in Philadelphie in 1835, four 
years after ite English edition, wae en eseny on the 
Circulation of the Blood, snd a treatine on the morbid ond 
curative effects on the less of blood, In 1606 Celdvell 

had a book published’ fin Philadelrhie. It wae really an 
edited volume of these by ereduates of the University of 
Penneylvenias, 1923 found him in Traneylvanie University, 
and Medical booka published in Lexington that year cerried 

' his nano, Aenses Cartwrizht's trentment of cholera in 
Hatehe: was eagerly read by Vigo men, sone of: whom knew 

him from his childhood in Sullivan County. Senjeain Stille 
man’s Checietry, published in New Haven in 1832 was found 
upon the shelves in Vigo County. ‘his in but a sample of 
the sany books published An thia country, and wnzland and 
footland that were ueed in Vigo County. With all the booke 
that were read and oractised by, they were not a srest deal 
of help to the pioneer doctor. Medicine wees in the 
empiristie stage, and thst onnnot be denied. There wee little 
thot related to the eost prevalfint of ascebdas in this new 
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country. It orne bsok to trial and error for the moat 


pert in treatment. 

With few rds Puente and not very helpful booka, and 
Limited and expensive drugs, the firat doctors wide their 
way to the wabesh country. Almost witheut @xception they 
had been well trained in the bent medionl sehools in the 
country, passed examination: given by: the army, or distriet 
examinations given by the coard at Vincennes, or both, 
and were protected by good medicsl lewe. They met with bad 
transportation, problems of résds and weather, superstitions, 
ignorant selfedoctoring people in the woods who celled a 
dootor only when a pstient was near deeth, long boure of 
herd work end riding end. pey in produce, when prie at sll. 
But there wes a love of the profession thet kept then 
working, and on attrsotion thrt Led young nen to wish to 
learn from then. So it was thet the next generntion of doge 
tors for the post part, because of isok of meens to send 
cher to college, was trained by an apprentice method studying 
under a preceptor. It consisted chiefly of resding whet 
booka a 4octor had; leter tfaveling about with him to waton 
how he practioed, noting him queations ané Aai being 
trusted with certein efek orlia himself until te aad learned 
all..the.doctor could teser hime 

Tt wan s method demanded for entrance vy aedicel 
eclleses for meny, years. The guceess Iny with the personal 
ambition of the one deeiring to become a doctor, hin 
elneerety, ant ability. My grandfether, Dr. Le Je Weinstein; 
wos go trained, He rend with s doctor one winter, sttended 


a ex montin courae of lectures at Ruak Yedtes2 Sollese, 
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returned to Illinoia to continue. reading, but wee advised 


by nia precepter to go into the country to prastice. He 
built a Little house et the crose rosds, snd began, with 
this sonnt treining, to preetice in earnest. Hed be not 
desired m dinlome, and been personslly ambitious, ani taken 
pride in hia profearton, he could heave remained there to 
preotice the rest of his days. Tn four years he was back 

st school, not with the money earned from his aumeroue, but 
imroverished petients, but inherited rongy», He reoelived 

his dinloma from Minni Mediosl Colleze at Tineinneti. Even 
then he gould not depent upon e medion] practice salon», but 
combined it with the rug businesses end vost office, until 
he moved to Terre Haute. Here be beonme one of the earliest 
¢pecislists in gyneeolosy. In leter yerrs he went to Europe 
to study, as wae the suston of the doctors who atopoed at 
nothing short af the beste Totny, even thoush there Were 
no war, the best ig soneidered in the United Stetes, which 
beg rapidly essumed the Lendersnip in medinine as well ag 

1n other thingse Thila ic but 2z sonmon example of the method 
of training doctors by the manns of preceotors. If he were 
anbitious personally, astistied vith only the beat, a desire 
to Learn, art willingness to work he reached hia sonl after 
years of strusale. 

The preseotor method was used im theory even to the dey 
of wy fathor’s nedienl training. Tho mecierl sehsol of 
Cinainnat’ demanded e preceptor for ene esppliennt. It 
heant nothine more then a sponaor, but tt tells an inteoreste 
ing tale, for he, Or, J, K, Yeinstein, woe avonnored by 


Dr. Stephen Je Young, a gredurte of Ohio Medical College, 
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and Dr. Young in turn hed hed as hin preceptor Dr. Ezra head, 
who in turt as a graduate of Dreke’s Medien! Sehool of g 
Aineinnet’ in '36 and officer with the dray in Texas, had 
been invited to form n partnership with Dr Daniele, a 
Jefferron Medical areduste, and early Burgeon in Terre Hautes 

Such wasa'the menner in which the preeestor syatem 
worked. In Vigo it was usually a sraduete who settled 
here first, ecrlled into partnership or had resdera under 
him, who in turn ususlly attended if ag all posible come 
medicnl lestures at any réta, and they in turn hed othere 
read under then. It was not until 1985 that a proper 
examination was given by the state for obtaining license to 
practica, whether a physician or surgeon was worthy desended 
upon his ambition, ekill and learning. Since the repeal 
of the 1816 law in 1630, there wes no nediaal law governe 
ing practice until 1883. A review of this legiclation has 
been given. Seenuse of the law, the ease of transnortetion, 
and bettor maana of attending artical college, t= presenptor 
method died. 

Such of the tine, was unhealthy in the abash valley +» 
There were numerous epidemias, nna the esl{cunes. and epidemics 
were thought to be due to mianzs. Yheee miname were the 
most terrible of things. Infectious meteriel, trey were, 
noxious effluviun, wupsosed to emanate from putrercent 
matter, 6waaps and such, and to floet in the sir sepeaially 
in night mists., ‘They were waftad on the breeze, end windows 
were tight shut against thea, and the denp dense woods 
avoided. ost of the troublesome times were due to ne lariaog 


the agua, or “abaeh shakes which none eserped. Cholera 
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aleo took a heavy toll, snd in the fall from the “slow 
petehes” onae milksielmess which puzzled doator and matient 
alike, Tuberculosia was not known by that name, but ine 
fismation of the lunge, white awelling and congestive fever 
took many of the ploneers off. 

An obituary of a dostor, once resident of Vigo County 
who later went to Parke GJounty, will serve to throw light 
on the most 4recded cf aiseacen.s 

"Died at Posevilin, Ia. on the morning of the 50th 
(March, 1826) Dr. John $, Jenkins, after a Atatressing 
iliness of five days. His complsint wes inflanstory 
eifection of the lungs, with & gopious discharge of vloods 
He waa ettended by Dre MeDoneld, whose exertions to seve 
him vere unremitted, but his disease hed teken too deep a 
root, ond the melencholy fact was soon discovered thet 
wedicel skill, and the sffeetionete attentions of hic 
friends vere alike fruitless, Dr. Jenkins woe a metive 
of Maryland, end hea lived in Indiene seven or eight years 
He was intellegent in his profession and strictly honorable 
in feelings and devortnent, and by #11 who knew him in this 
land of hic birth, hic memory will be preserved, and his 
loes sincerely deplored. It will be a settsrsotion to hie 
numerous friends et a diatence to lenrn thet es to wedioal 
attention end other services thet were required by his 
situation, every duty wes performed, (Communioated.) " 

Deothe that were reported in the newspapers were ate 
tributed to vinter fevers, cholorn morbus, fiux, etills, 
bilious congestion, enneer of the breeat. ‘cpendiecitia 


of course wes unrecognized, Tha death rate of children 
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was high and lesentadle. But strangely enouzh there 
geered many children, and the loss of n worker whe tore 
rourned,. Whooping cough and aysentery took wany ahildren, 
Or. Read told Mr. Bente that they did not expect to raise 
a ehild until after he had reached bis eighth yesr. This 
seemed nothing short of scendalous to the Englishman, who 
was greatly grieved over the death of his emeli daughter. 

Early surgery in Vigo County is a story in itself. 

In 1822 Dr. Shuler operated on a chila of eleven for 
congenitel blindness, ‘Another unususl thing for the time 
4a hie forming e falee joint tn the ars of e man when a 
bone failed to vend; Quite the vost remerkeble of hie 
achievements wes the eucosesful oneretion of e woman seven 
months pregnant, for xtdominsl tumor, It may be thot—be 

thet he hed seen or at lenst reed ebout Dr, Yetowell'’s 
daring overation of thie sort in Kentusky in 1809, 411 
three of these cages mey hevo been Vize County onnee, a¢ 
Or. huler practiced firrt in Vincennec, tot lester in 
Terre Haute. 

Ore WeweHitt who had a preetice for miles about 
Vincennes may bave orersted on a Vigo County women when 
about 1830 he romoved s 32 inoh sarcomatous tunor of the 
breaat in a young women of 24, Theee mentioned conces were 
reported es successful, Or. Hitt hia eome to Vineennes à 
from B@ltimore in 1629 to cure his own case of tuber- 
culosis, He believed that two disesscs could not be acne 
tained in the body at one time, and thet if he would oome 


to the Gabsash, he would entch the sgue end thereby lone 
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the tuberculosis, 


In the local paper, Februsry 15, 1652, a surgical 
operztion wea reported. “One of the nost severe surgiosal 


operations wo ever witnessed wees performed at the Prarie 


Oity Hotel on Tueeday laat, The patient lassc Hillion, of 


Clay County wes affeoted with a disease of the leg termed 
Gsteosarcona = and an ulcer lerger tisn a peck measure had 
collected on the mee, which required an amputation of the 
leg about the middle of the thigh. The patient was put 
under the influence of chloroform and surfered no visible 
pain. The operation was perforned by Dr. Pead, arcisted 
by Drg. *o0d, Stiokney, Patriok, Miller, and Young. The 
patient we understand is now doing woli.” 

“nat menner of sen were these whe came to Vizo to 
practioe? The eariiest of course, were the military, some 
of whem stayed. Often the doctor was forced to combine 
his practice with another iivelinood. Ye find thea 
preachers, polititians, owners or proprietore of ferry 
boats, bleckemith chops, tanneries, hotels, drugstores, 
and wostly farmers. need tae wore thei: plus hate in 
in the houce, chewed tobseco, felied to wash their kanda 
often, but for the nost pert were well liked, respected, 
consclentlious, smbitious, anc poor. Drs Ball, snd 
Sepinwall of verre Reute were the only early phy siciona 
reported to have bean werlthys Unlike touay we timi in 
odd records thet 1t was customary tor òcotore to oherge 
other doctors when they were cicks In settling Dr. “spinwall’s 
estate we find ollls from dra. Durkee, Nacvonsid, ans 


Hale, Ag to Laver charges we find in Beste's socuunt ise 
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bill, which he considered reasonable from Dre Rend, oovers 


ing a nonth of ettendanse for 6153. The firat day be called 
so frequently be lumped it at 68, ani efter that he oale 
Guinted he nake about 320 vinite to the Jeste franily. 
Dr Head had desired to be elected to Congress, and this 
aBount, anid Ur. Beste wes exactly whet be wouid heve ree 
ceived haa he been electad, 

The firat doctors who passed through or stayed for a 
period in Vigo County were the fort doctore. In 1614 


Josiah Foster, surgeon, and Hosea blood, sssistent surgeon, 


NY i, 


“who he wes to employ as was beneficial to service, were at 


fort Harrison. Or. Edward Soull wre elso there, He was 
assistant curgeon of the Indians ahlitis. He wes wounded 
near Vrophet's Town in November, 1611, tut was not too ill 
to return to Vingennesa, In 1615 he got in trouvle by 
fighting a duel with, snd causing the death of, Ramenis 
Becker. He left very suddenly, and was not heard of afters 
wardBbe 

William Clark served es the Fort dootor in lie, when 
many were cick, the Fort fired upon, and lay siegedby the 
Indians. 6 lee etforta of fire fighting were praised 
by Capte Zeck. faylor. it was he who saved Lucius Scott's 
lifa, and he who heiped celebrate the fourth of July at 
the rort in i617, and asit fin 1025 when he read the vege 
leration of Independence Yet in 1824 he was foresa to 
advertise in the peper; “Strange yet true ! A doctor aan 
live on WIND.” He formed a partnership with Or. Bodonsld, 


ard was seoretery of the medicai society of the ovanti 


. ae 


Gistriet in 1823, It was this wiliism Clarx whe was 
licensed to preetine by the fret medierl toard in 1217. 
Aftər 1825 he dienpoerred from Vigo, and it was asid he 
went to Eugene, Yrrmilion County, Indians. The only trage 
found of bin 1s An 1835 when 2 24st of Lettors st Newport 
reeords his nenes is 

or. Richard Taylor, ant ier of the Fort doctors 
settled in Parke County stout 1817, beenne intersated in 
polities, served as acsocinte judga, ond afed in 1875, o 
leaving heirs. 

Dr. John Le ¥oGollougk, a doctor nt tho fort in 1816y 
attendo and became in 1838 the only gradunte of the mireg 
Transylvania Medionl University, the first to graduste in 
medicine west of the Alleghaniec, He had come from Lexe 
ington, but after graduation came to Vineennes where he was 
licensed by the first medical boerd in the state of Indiana. 

A Drs Turner fron Connectiaut served for e time at 
the fort, am was the firat fo be married in Vigo Countye 

The Dr. Hale mentioned at the fort end aloo as heaving 
served Dr. Aspinwell who died in 1821, may be the 
David Hale Se Vincennes whe took a prominent pert tn urging 
the Phernpcopeina,. 

Cf nll the doctors who served at Fort Harrison, not 
one remained to his death in Yigo Countye 

From Qutb, notes as can be fount it nnpears that there 
were about six doctora who cane to this county from 
Rew York, elx from the scuth, ineludings Maryland, Virginia 
and Kentucky, ami three from Pennoylvenie. 


deviu lant 
The first doctor in the county, wns Johm Durkee who oame 


oe 2he 


fron Hew York in 1817, started and ran a ferry at what is 
nov Tecumgeh and practised tho country rpround. 

Terre Haute's fires aoobor wea Charles Hodesitt, 
eraducte of Prince “illiam College, Who mse originally 
from Virginis, and səttlagt at Terre Haute in 1616. hta 
medical training pey have been coteined in Cincinnati where 
he Lived for a tine, He was the town's first pooster, 
gentleman, and we aight cay served as Terre liaute's 
Chamber of Conueree. Thera war nothing he did not heve his 
finger Sng no one he did not entertain, no one who but 
loved end eneired this true sentlenan of Vigginia. 

Dr, Eleazer ASPIMWGLA, a aan or good gonnectioas, 

' game frou nisa native stute of New York in 1817, ard became 
ene of whe owners in the United Staton patent to the town 
site of Terre Heute. Ho wag a member of the fawous inmily 
of ehip owners of New York and Fennsylvnaia. iow he 

served thia comaunity ss 2 doetor we oannot tell tow he wah 
ill by 1820, and died the next year. He mentioned iin wife, 
in Gie will, but no ahildran, 

Thomas Persona onbe to Vigo County firstoas a hunter 
and frontiereman. He was a carpentar so well zs doctors 
and fond of eelling himself “my own free wan.” Thet was in 
1617. He returned to Vigo in 18cé, was greatly reapected, 
and evlogizod when he aade the trip many did to Ceilfornias 
Ke returned in 'S2 and wae weleemed. Ke wae torn in Marye 
land in 1796, ond dfe8 in Pllimois in 1665. 

In 1819 Alvah Hotehklas eame to Otter Creak Townstid py 
Vigo County, end found poor picking. He sdvertived he had 


debte of four years standings 
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Senter Patrick from New York, onme to Vigo in 1818, 
Re wac one of the 49ers who dia not come back. The papers 
lemented the lesa to Terre Haute of one who had been a 
Valuable sitized, for JL years, He wee considered blunt, 
honest, but vell skilled in the Afeesser of this coumunity. 

br, Lavrence Shuler, who died at 37 ow a visit to 
Vineenses, wae without doubt the ment brilliant end promise 
ing of all the ohysalotens, and oractiaelly tho only curgeone 
He was a born organizer, politician who l<ft nothing unsadd, 
end s surgeon of great okill. He wes corn in New York and 


came to Terre Heute in 1822, from Vineennea where he had 


` been active in his work. Ye was a sradunte of the College 


of Physiations and Sere@onn of New York, A volume sould 
be written abaut this reanrkatle men. 

Jacob D.C MeDormi4, chyctaian and scurceon, name in 
the inte f211 of 1890 to Terre Haute. He kept n tavern, 
182he25, the Licn and the ‘Es@le, an well as practiaed 
medicine. 

These are’ sone of the men who atriiggied and practiced 
medioine in the placa now enllead Yiro Count:, in the rirat 


10 years of its use by white nen, 
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NOT! 
Laws of Indtann Territory 18091816 (“woenk Kluer) 


Iniiane Histerioesl] Colleations XK contains no reecrd of 
mediasl lewe | 

"Aot to Kegulete the Fraetice of thysle anc Surgery” 
from Lews of Indiann, 1617. (pe 16i. Ist secrion). Escob 
eircut laid off for holding efrouit oourt eksil goupove one 
medical dictrict. (Xnox, Gibson, Warrick, Possy, Perry, 
Fike and Davies let circuit; Harrison, Ciark, wachington, 
Jackson, end Orange end otrouits Weyne, Franklin, Deorvorn, 
Switserlend end Jefferson Jrd circuit.) 
2. Board of censors in each district. Doctors Flies M amee, 
Jacob <uykencoli, Devid Me Hale» Thoune ‘folie, und doel Fe 
Casey Ceelsred to ve Lat borrd vensors in and for Ist ordioal 
Qistricte. (other diatricte nated.) 1st dtetriot to seet 
at the house of ‘eter Jones ast Noniay in June, 1£17, for 
the purpose of examining sna ligensins physleians to practie 
in the ctrte. Oensoro ennall give written notice of tine 
and pisoe of westing., eahing of licensxi phyvielans ta 
toelr reepeotive districts to organite wedlasl seclety of 
statas snd exnuine agplicants, grant licenses. When ore 
ganized shall bo considered vedy politic snd corporete 
(may pe sund and (supe. ) Sensors felling of refusing to aot 
practising physicians nsy form e vosrd, soy Clive elea ted 
@tGee..Consors any make thelr own oye itweess.i ny phyolelan 
or gurgeon residing or wicking to proctise in sugh diatricst 
‘On exeuinetion Give proof of their quailClestion and reasons 
able evidenge of their norel character.» Also to euped 


any ucmbor guilty of intempornanes or Lmvorniity, on same 
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. being duly proven,..To meet exvenses may demond of eneh 
matbar on admittance sur not exceeding ¢9...S0ny of hye 
lewe to te Forwarded to crecidert of Senate, Not lewful 
for any phystefen or surgeon to aherze or reecive core 
then 12 end a tel f per wile he shall travel tn coins end 
returning home from the plaen of raeidence(for the time 
beins)of his nettiont with addition of 100 per contie for 
treveling at night. 

Nothinc shell crevent a future rneserbly from making any 
eltcretion then or reoneeling ft if they deem tt erpsalenta 


neither «halil any rovision fn the act vrevent any rerron 


or nersons of reculer and respectable otending tn the 
profecsiona of vhystictan or surgeon 1g abs auhor tink ntate 
or territory from nrastteins in this state, 

The 5111 was signed by, 


Tsang Bleokford, 
Speaker of the House of Sepresentatives 


Christopher iiem 
Prpenident of Senate, 


Dec. 24, 1816, 
Approved vy Jonethan Jenningse 


+ Lad # + 
Feb, 12, 1825 9th Session Leglalatureas pe 366 

An est to incorporate medics) egoieties,for the purpose 

of regulating the practice or phyeie and surgery in this 
ctate, wheress - The ast heretofore onsned for the incor» 
peretion of nediesl societies in the otste of Indiana has 
exvired, Power of State Mediasl Sooiety to organize where 
none saree president, secretary, 3 censors oontinue annual 
Meating dy anid distriot...to make end confer any by-laws 
fnpose ané collect fine for not attending (meetings) 


it kid & a 


Enjoins the abhity to collect bills after one yeer from 


dste of thie law by any physicien not licensed under new 

jew, but exempts femele midwifes and apotheceries for nedie 
cines sold. (1830) 

a + « # 

14 Secsione p 31 Approved Jan 30, 1830. 

Whereas owing to the defects in the lew regulating the 

praotise of physic in this state the medierl society which 

now exiete have never been legaliy organized and the pro+ 
visiona of the act ave auch as to not inmiuce a large 

proportion of qualified sen to become merbors of any nadie 

cal society or sufficiently to guard s«einst licensing une 

quslified men to practise aedicine: to remedy whioh evils}; 

l. Forwer proceedings legalized i 

2. Empowers stete society to form district soaiety 

3. Annual weeting (12 medfaal atetricts) 

% * ue e 

(No record of repeal of any of aveve legisletion, nor reason 


to see why former laws had to ve legalised») 


es 


j2 lyi in nø Gi Z ) 
E P -* OY Bo ik oe 
munity Affairs File REFERER, 3 
oie DO NOT CIRCULATE 


The subscriber, W. D. Stone, feeling grateful for the liberel patronage 
he has already received from the citizens of Terre Heute and its vicinity, informs 
them that he may still be seen et his office, next door to Dr. Daniel's office, 
where he continues to insert the latest mineral or porcelain teeth, from one 
to the entire set, on the most approved plan. Also, to attend to all other 
operations in his profession, as extracting, plugging, cleansing, correcting 
irregularities, etc., as well as the curing of the various diseases arising 
from the carous or dead teeth or roots, as scurvy, tumors of the gums, etc. 
N.B. He would remind parents of the necessity of having their children's 
teeth attended to, and thus prevent the predisposition to early decay, and 
their irregularities after the jaw has become fully developed. 


Wabash Courier August 29, 1840 


W. D. Stone intends going east to spen the summer and persons wishing 
his services will soon call or it will be too late. 

All who are indebted to him will please call and settle by cash or note. 
Persons having demands against him will present them. 


Wabash Courier May 21, 1842 


H. R. Smith, D. D. S., being now permanently located in his new office 


on Ohio Street, third door east of the public square, will at all times 
be in readiness to wait on his patrons in all things pertaining to his 

profession. 

N. Be - No credit given for operations unless by previous arrangements, 


Wabash Courier Jan. 6, 1855 


Drs. H. Be and S. B. Smith, dentists, office on Ohio between 3rd and 4th Streets. 


Wabash Courier May 26, 1855 


Dr. Warren is a regular graduate of Baltimore Dental College. His office is 


in Modesitt's Building. Performs all operations in Dentistry in a careful 


and satisfactory manner. 
Wabash Byres Dec. 6, 1854 
Dr. S. B. Smith does all styles of artificial work in the very best 
manner; is introducing the new and beautiful improvement known as 
"Blandy's Cleoplastic process." 


Gives particular attention to diseases of the mouth and gums; regulates 


de‘ormities, and performs all other operations in his profession. Prepares 


a superior Tooth Powder and k=eps on hand the best deatal soaps and brushes. 


Terre Haute Daily Union Jan. 21, 1858 


